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Still, Still Life 
Still Life in the CAMeC Collections 
 curated by Eleonora Acerbi and Cinzia Compalati 
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Focus on Still Life. Symbols and elements in still life 
curated by Cristiana Maucci in collaboration with Anna Nancy Rozzi 

 
This novel selection of the works from the permanent collections addresses a key theme in art history, 
still life. In the contemporary age, still life or posed nature has renewed itself in multiple, discordant 
keys of interpretation of the physical and metaphysical dialogue between art and object. The 
exhibition proposes a wide-reaching re-investigation of the theme through very different examples 
taken from all the CAMeC’s various collections, examining the biographical, conceptual, instrumental, 
poetic and magical bonds between human beings and objects which have always been and will 
probably always be the subject of artistic research. 
The exhibition project envisages the placing together of works which interact and demonstrate the 
persistence of the genre in the affinity or the distance of their formal language. Within the common 
reference to the traditional theme, the visitor meets and is stimulated to compare identical ‘words’ in 
different compositions, journeying through some of the most important movements of the second 
half of the 20th century. The leitmotif is in fact the continuation of the genre into the contemporary 
age via even very distant interpretations, ranging from the intimism of the still lives of de Pisis, 
Slabbink and Tosi, post-Cubist updating (Basso, Santomaso), Morandi’s 1961 paradigm, the abstract 
option which is still mindful of the theme (Montarsolo, Spinosa), virtuous and poetic verisimilitude, to 
pop and nouveau-réaliste debunking (Pozzati, Wesselman, Spoerri, Tadini); as well as numerous other 
interpretations, also including the use of chalcography, often a refined medium for this type of 
investigation. 
The exhibition project also includes various works which are not strictly connected with the genre but 
are assimilated into it via the conceptual basis of the exhibition. These are representations founded 
on the pre-eminence of the object, selected for their symbolic resonance, as well as for the 



  
 
 
consonance and dialogue generated by their studied positioning alongside other works (e.g. works by 
Boetti, Kounellis, Oldenburg, Spoerri, Warhol). 
 
Artists on display: Arman, Mario Avati, Giovanni Barbisan, Luigi Bartolini, Guido Basso, Bill Beckley, 
Alighiero Boetti, Georges Braque, Gastone Breddo, Bernard Buffet, Mario Calandri, Dino Caponi, 
Emma Caprini, Gian Carozzi, Giuseppe Cesetti, Mauro Chessa, Guido Chiti, Cho Young Ja, Cy Twombly, 
Filippo de Pisis, Otto Dix, Antonio Michelangelo Faggiano, Fernando Farulli, Nicola Galante, Yozo 
Hamaguchi, Jannis Kounellis, Markus Lüpertz, René Magritte, Mario Marcucci, Giuseppe Martinelli, 
Sergio Mascaro, Fabrizio Merisi, Giuseppe Migneco, Carlo Montarsolo, Giorgio Morandi, Francesco 
Musante, Claes Oldenburg, Nemesio Orsatti, Nam June Paik, Concetto Pozzati, Giuseppe Rivieri, 
Giuseppe Santomaso, Dolores Sella, Rik Slabbink, Ardengo Soffici, Domenico Spinosa, Daniel Spoerri, 
Aldo Spoldi, Emilio Tadini, Orfeo Tamburi, Arturo Tosi, Pompeo Vecchiati, Giulietta Vezzoni 
Gamberini, Rosina Viva, Giuseppe Viviani, Andy Warhol, Tom Wesselmann. 
 
 
Focus on Still Life 
As a continuation of the project for the synergic enhancement of the museum heritage of La Spezia, 
we come across a sylloge of objects from the “Giovanni Podenzana Ethnographic Civic Museum” and 
of some private loans, which trace the history of the genre and compose a kind of “glossary” of the 
still life genre by bringing together the elements which have come to distinguish its iconography over 
the years (the mirror, the candle, the book, the musical instrument, the hour-glass and many others). 
Moreover, the exhibition itinerary documents the important themes connected with the genre: 
vanitas, the five senses, and the four elements of nature, revealing its complex, cryptic symbolism. 
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