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La Spezia – the CAMeC (Centre of Modern and Contemporary Art) presents the solo show of 
Pietro Bellani, Boogie, from 20 Oct to 24 Feb, on the occasion of the artist’s birthday. 
 
Curated by Valerio Dehò, the exhibition shows some works of the 1990s alongside the production 
of recent years: a total of over 40 pictures and three-dimensional works. 
 
Pietro Bellani’s artistic career began almost 50 years ago, and it has followed a rhythmic, recursive 
pattern, moving close to, then away from, an imaginary line which represents his aesthetic idea. In 
both the more abstract works and the figurative ones there is a continuous tension among the 
different parts of the composition, among the background and foreground elements, between the 
painting technique and the material, between the stylisations of his famous “little men” and their 
capacity for accumulating or spreading out over the surface. 
 
This is why the title “Boogie” speaks to us of rhythm and music; two works with this title are 
present in the exhibition. They were done with an interval of 20 years, one in 1998, the other in 
2018 for the CAMeC show: a testimony to the artist’s coherence in his work and his ability to 
develop a personal, highly recognisable style even over time. 
 
In fact a particular feature of his modus operandi consists precisely of continuing to intervene on 
his works over the years. For Bellani, a picture or a sculpture possesses a life of its own, something 
which can never be definitively completed. His tendency is to continually improve and intervene 
on his works, seeking a perfection and a balance which is all in his mind and in his artist’s instinct. 
 
The show is deliberately not retrospective because, although it is stock-taking time, the stock-
taking is always partial. Bellani’s artistic idea, while constantly investigating the roots and origins 
of creative operation, is open to the present and the future. His work is not cataloguable, he has 
never adhered to any groups or situations, except briefly.  He remains a great solo player, and his 
free ranging between abstraction and gestural painting, assembly and collage, sculpture and 
drawing, is a fundamental characteristic for understanding his personality. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
PIETRO BELLANI – biographical notes 
Born in Licciana Nardi (MS) in 1944, resident in La Spezia. 
In 1960 he began his artistic activity, mainly dedicating himself to the visual arts. 
He was a member of the “Lionello Venturi” group set up in La Spezia in 1961. 
In the early 1960s he also dedicated himself to experimental research in photography and 
animation, creating narrow-gauge films. 
In 1963 he created some theatre sets.  
He was a member of the Promotrice di Belle Arti of Turin, of the Centro Studi Scambi Culturali 
Internazionali of Rome, and founder of the Arte Grottesca group set up in Pisa/Milan in 1964. 
In 1965 he lived for a period in Paris, where he frequented the studios of some artists, including 
Folmer. 
From the early 1960s up to the mid-‘80s he developed his art figuratively, while in the last 15 years 
his interest has concentrated on abstraction. He has exhibited in Germany (Frankfurt Am Mein, 
Dusseldorf, Hamburg and Munich), where he opened a studio in the ‘90s. 
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Curated by: Valerio Dehò 
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Catalogue: Brain 
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