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La Spezia – From 26 October, the CAMeC(Centre of Modern and Contemporary Art) hosts an 
important exhibition which presents a series of photographic portraits by Claudio Barontini of 
Lindsay Kemp (one of the greatest British choreographers, actors, dancers, mimes and directors in 
the world), alongside a fair number of drawings by Kemp himself, who died on 24 August this year 
at the age of 80. 
 
The show is accompanied by a catalogue with a critical essay by Vittorio Sgarbi (Bandecchi& 
Vivaldi publishers for CAMeC), who will be at the CAMeC on Wednesday7 November for the 
presentation of this catalogue. 
 
The show is not so much a deserved, timely homage to the extraordinary recently-deceased artist 
as the concretisation of a project which had developed out of Kemp and Barontini’s 
acquaintanceship and had been in the making for months. It is the precious result of the Leghorn 
photographer’s skilful and sensitive use of the camera to create a series of intense images mainly 
restricted to the artist’s private sphere.  
 
The exhibition project had in fact been enthusiastically embraced by the British choreographer, 
who was to have performed at the opening at the CAMeC in La Spezia and in other initiatives 
planned for the following months. 
 
In fact, on hearing of Kemp’s death Paolo Asti, councillor for culture of the Municipality of La 
Spezia, recalls his visit to the artist with Barontini thus: “I met Lindsay Kemp in his house in 
Leghorn last April. The idea of a show of his at the Teatro Civico theatre to be scheduled in parallel 
with an exhibition at the CAMeC for his eightieth birthday had fascinated both of us. So with the 
photographer Claudio Barontini, the scientific team of the CAMeC, and the theatre commission, 
we immediately set to work to organise it for the Autumn. With Kemp we had agreed to make a 
tour of the museums and the theatre together”. And regarding the exhibition project Asti adds: 
“It’s a light but powerful show of international dimensions; I say this not only because from the 
1960s on Lindsay Kemp left his mark all over the world on theatre, dance and music, influencing 
the style of many of the following decades; but also because what the visitor can admire is a rare 
dance of drawings and images where, thanks to the skilful art of Claudio Barontini, the protagonist 
is the expressive force of a figure who, by combining irony and the melancholy of a clown, renders 



 

 

 
 
himself sublime. The credit for this show which projects the CAMeC into the high ranks of the art 
scene, goes wholly to Claudio Barontini, who has had the sensitivity to rediscover in his adopted 
town of La Spezia the old relationship which linked Kemp from the early 1980s to our Teatro Civico 
theatre”. 
 
At the opening, Daniela Maccari (lead dancer, choreographer and Kemp’s assistant) and David 
Haughton (Kemp’s close collaborator since the company’s debut) will be present to pay homage to 
Kemp. 
 
It is a hard task indeed to describe Lindsay Kemp’s complex physiognomy. Master and mentor of 
theatre/dance and mime, author and inimitable actor of shows performed all over the world (the 
La Spezia public remembers his celebrated Flowers at the Teatro Civico theatre, brought here by 
that unforgettable art director of the theatre, Antonello Pischedda). A charming, irreverent genius 
who explores with great naturalness all the territories of creativity (crossing paths for example with 
David Bowie, who became his pupil and was transformed by him into Ziggy Stardust; also Federico 
Fellini, Rudolf Nureyev, Mick Jagger, Kate Bush…); these included visual art, which he had cultivated 
since childhood. The characters he drew rapidly and sketchily on paper are mostly sailors, 
prostitutes, clowns, bull-fighters, dancers….personal heroes, archetypes created in a few seconds 
with very few blobs of colour, all sharing that thrill of precariousness that likens them to the artist.  
 
Claudio Barontini, born and educated in Leghorn, exercises the profession of experienced 
photojournalist at the same time as exploring a more eminently creative dimension, whereby he 
takes his placeas one of the greatest and most original interpreters of the photographic portrait, 
strictly in black-and-white. This has involved him with numerous important personages from 
various fields, of whom he has created extraordinarily intense images (to name only a few, apart 
from the important collaboration with the sculptor Pietro Cascella: Prince Charles, Robert De Niro, 
Vittorio Gassman, Sofia Loren, Patti Smith, Liv Ulmann, Vivienne Westwood, Franco Zeffirelli).  
 
In his critical essay in the catalogue, Vittorio Sgarbi writes: “[…]I confess that, looking at the fine 
and precious photos that Claudio Barontini created of Lindsay Kemp just before his death, I was 
surprised to realise that his flesh, although inevitably tired, still bore clear signs of the legendary 
’68 of Flowers […] And Kemp’s drawings which are alternated in this exhibition with Barontini’s 
photos are also enlightening, revealing his eternally childlike spirit. Light, volatile drawings which 
might be called Fellini or Matisse-like, since Fellini and Matisse had the ability, not granted to other 
sentient beings, of capturing in rapid drawings the fantasies which pass through our heads. Kemp 
the impenitent enchanter, as minimal on paper as he is overloaded on the stage. In his drawings, 
the airiest concepts and the memories of a youth which he always carried within him (note the 
ancient, never-forgotten sailor’s telnjaska) combine into a single, impalpable elegy without any 
precise continuity.  Sweetness, purity, playfulness, also in contexts which only a depraved soul 
could call sinful; this is the secret of Lindsay Kemp, which in the end is hardly a secret at all.”     
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INFORMATION AND CONTACTS 
Title: Lindsay Kemp Claudio Barontini. Drawings and Photographs 
Critical essay in catalogue: Vittorio Sgarbi 
Direction and technical-scientific coordination: Marzia Ratti, in cooperation with Eleonora Acerbi, 
Cinzia Compalati e Cristiana Maucci. 
Opening: 26 ottobre ore 18 
Presentation of the catalogue with Vittorio Sgarbi: 7 November, 21 p.m. 
Location: CAMeC Centre of Modern and Contemporary Art, La Spezia, Piazza Cesare Battisti 1 
Open to the public: from 27 October 2018 to 24 February 2019 
Opening times: Tuesday to Sunday, 11 a.m.–6 p.m. – closed on Mondays, Christmas, New Year’s 
Day 
Contacts: Tel. +39 0187 727530 | email: camec@comune.sp.it 
For information: +39 0187 727530, camec@comune.sp.it,http://camec.museilaspezia.it 
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