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La Spezia – The opportunity for the exhibition arose after two works by Aidyn Zeinalov had been 
placed in the town: the Mermaid of the Gulf on the Morin Promenade in 2018, and the homage to 
Richard Wagner recently positioned near piazza Sant’Agostino, as a symbol of the twinning with 
Bayreuth, and in memory of the great composer’s stay here in the summer of 1853 in an old La 
Spezia inn, where inspiration came to him for the composition of the orchestral prelude of the 
Rheingold.  
An anthological exhibition has been laid out in the rooms of the Centro which addresses three 
different fields of research explored by this versatile artist:  the first room exhibits the classical works 
of a celebratory/monumental type which Zeinalov has placed in recent years in Tuscany and La 
Spezia, and to which the Wagner sculpture belongs; the second room addresses the relationship 
between human beings and water, a theme which has always been dear to Zeinalov, and of which 
the Mermaid of the Gulf is a clear example;  the third room presents a recent cycle in which Zeinalov 
addresses the theme of war, arms and its exorcism. 

So, a “multi-site” exhibition which uses the areas of the CAMeC and also goes outside them to 
include two symbolic places of the town; an itinerary which leads the visitor into the old centre 
“wounded” by the second world war, and onto the sea front, a perfect observation point for the 
Gulf of the Poets. 

This is how the art historian Veronica Ferretti, curator of the catalogue of the exhibition, sums up 
the artistic career of Aidyn Zeinalov: «In the works of Aidyn Zeinalov, we find the representation of 
the rediscovery of two cultures (Eastern and Western) and the dialogue between them; and two 
eras (the distant past and the present), re-evoked and interpreted by the artist from a very young 
age with a modern sensitivity». During an interview with Veronica Ferretti, the artist declares, about 
his work and his career: «My passion for art as a life-long destiny began when I studied Leonardo 
and Michelangelo, whose works I made copies of and which I still have. I must admit that my mother 
always supported my vocation right from when I was a child and loved drawing and making little 
sculptures of all kinds of things and figures, and if my parents asked me what I wanted to be, I didn’t 
hesitate to answer always that I wanted to be a sculptor. Then for many years I attended first the 
Art School where I got my high-school diploma as sculptor. After high school I enrolled in the Faculty 
of Drawing and Architecture and at the same time I passed the exams for art historian. At the age 



 

 

 
 

 

 

of 23, thanks to a training course taught by the sculptor Vlademir Tsdal, I entered the Russian 
Academy of Arts of Moscow. So I gained three degrees: in sculpture, architecture and art history, 
disciplines for which I have also written and published some handbooks for teaching at the Russian 
Academy of Arts, where I still organise courses for would-be sculptors». 
 
Aidyn Zeinalov was born on August 3rd, 1978 in Moscow. 
Education 
I 991-1996 Moscow Academic Art Lyceum Surikov. Course of sculpture 
1996-2002 Moscow State Academic Art Institute Surikov. Department of Sculpture 
2002-2005 Moscow Architectural Institute. Faculty "Design of the architectural environment". 
Profession designer 
2002-2005 Intern at the Russian Academy of Arts (creative workshops under the guidance of the 
sculptor Vladimir Tsigal). 
Career 
2001 Gold medal at the Russian Academy of Arts for the best sculptural portrait in 2001 
2001 Placement of two sculptures in the permanent exhibition of the Museum of Modern Art in 
Moscow 2011 Ph.D. degree in Arts Science at the Institute of Research for Theory and History of 
Arts at the Russian Academy of Arts 
2011 Founder and director of the Foundation INTER-ESSE for the support of scientific and 
educational activities of the Institute for Interdisciplinary Research 
2012 Corresponding member at the Russian Academy of Arts 
2012 Associate Professor at the Moscow State University of Arts and Industry. Chair of academic 
design. 20 13 Winner of the contest for the contributions of the city of Moscow 
2017 Full Professor at the Russian Academy of Arts 
2018 Academic title at the Florentine Academy of Arts 
He took part in Russian and international solo and group exhibitions He was a speaker at Russian 
and international sector conferences 
He is a member of the Creative Union of Painters Eduard Drobitsky, the Union of Painters of 
Moscow, the Russian Union of Painters and the Union of Designers of Moscow 
Monumental works and museum collections 
2015 Placement of the monument to Giuseppe Verdi – Montecatini Terme, Italy 
2015 The model of the monument to Giuseppe Verdi was included in the collection of the Tretyakov 
State Gallery 
2016 Placement of the monument to Giacomo Puccini – Montecatini Terme, Italy 
2016 Placement of a monumental composition The image of Tuscany - Forte dei Marmi, Italy 
2016 The sculpture Girl with a paddle has become part of the permanent collections of MO.C.A. 
Montecatini Terme Contemporary Art – Montecatini Terme, Italy 
2016 Placement of an honorary plaque dedicated to Aidyn Zeinalov next to his sculpture to Giuseppe 
Verdi – Montecatini Terme, Italy 
2017 Placement of the Sirena del Golfo - La Spezia, Italy 
2017 Personal exhibition at the Academy of FineArts - Florence 
2017 Placement of the Athletes sculpture series in the presidential stage of the Luiniki sports 
complex -Moscow 



 

 

 
 

 

 

2017 The Swim and Dream series of sculptures has become part of the permanent collections of the 
RuArts Gallery - Moscow 
2018 Placement of the sculptural composition Festina Lente at the Regional Council of Tuscany - 
Florence 2018 Placement of ten Russian composers and three reliefs - Orchestra, Theater, Cello - in 
the presidential area of the Zarjad'e philharmonic concert hall - Moscow 
2018 Placement of the sculptural composition Rasskazovka - Moscow 
2019 Placement of the monument to Richard Wagner - La Spezia (Italy) / Bayreuth (Germany) 
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INFORMATION AND CONTACTS 
Title: AIDYN ZEINALOV. My Way to Italy. A story in La Spezia 
Technical-organizing committee: Eleonora Acerbi, Cinzia Compalati, Cristiana Maucci, Marzia Ratti,  
Carlo Visintini 
Catalogue and texts curated by: Veronica Ferretti 
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Location: CAMeC Centro Arte Moderna e Contemporanea, La Spezia, Piazza Cesare Battisti 1 
Open to the public: 28 April – 22 September 2019 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Opening hours: Tuesday to Sunday 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Closed Mondays, open  1 May, 2 June, 15 
August. 
Admission: Full price €5, reductions €4, special reductions €3.50. 
Info: Tel. +39 0187 727530 | camec@comune.sp.it |http://camec.museilaspezia.it| fb. CAMeC La 
Spezia 
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